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President’s Letter

Dear Fellow Members
Well the first cool front of the “Fall” came in Au gust!  What a wel come re -

minder of the great days ahead when these fronts be come more fre quent when
Fall ar rives for real.  Right now we are one week away from our first meet ing of
the “Fall” on Sep tem ber 2nd.  I have high hopes that our meet ings over the next
year will be as cool as the weather the past week. 

Our theme for the 2004/2005 sea son will cen ter on our over all mis sion of
shar ing knowl edge in side and out side of the Drill ing com mu nity in New Or leans
and on a Na tional level as well.  At to day’s New Or leans AADE board meet ing we
agreed to fos ter our own in ter nal knowl edge shar ing, and in crease the gen eral pub -
lic’s knowl edge of the oil and gas in dus try as well.  Last year AADE funded the
place ment of two “Knowl edge Boxes” in the Jef fer son Par ish School Sys tem and
we are com mit ted to fund ing two ad di tional boxes in 2005 in the New Or leans area
schools.  This ef fort is aligned with the Na tional AADE ef forts to pro vide knowl -
edge boxes through out school dis tricts across the na tion.  I’ll cover the sub ject in
more de tail at our meet ing on Sep tem ber the 8th, my talk will also fo cus on the gen -
eral state of pub lic knowl edge about oil and gas de vel op ment cov er ing com mon
myths and mis con cep tions that hurt our im age in the gen eral pub lic.  

In clos ing I’d like to re mind you of the 2005 AADE  Na tional Tech ni cal
Con fer ence The con fer ence theme, “Drilling So lu tions for the Fu ture: Chap ter by 
Chap ter”, en com passes this goal by bring ing fo cus to each AADE Chap ter.  The
con fer ence will in clude 2 to 3 ses sions spe cif i cally tar geted at tech ni cal pa pers
from each AADE Chap ter.  The pa pers can in clude one of the fol low ing: Case
stud ies high light ing chal lenges/so lu tions to drill ing prob lems, The fu ture of drill -
ing in the Gulf of Mex ico and Gulf Coast or any topic rep re sen ta tive of our chap -
ter and its drill ing op er a tions.  This is our op por tu nity to show case some of those
chal lenges and so lu tions while tak ing pride in our area.  A con test is be ing im ple -
mented that will re ward the Chap ter with the best pa per rep re sent ing it.  If you
would like to pres ent a pa per at the con fer ence go to the AADE website at
http://www.aade.org and en ter your ab stract by Sep tem ber 1, 2004.

Sin cerely,

Joe Leimkuhler

http://www.aade.org
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Good Shootin’ Time

Eighth Annual AADE New Orleans
Chapter Sporting Clays Tournament

Tallow Creek Shooting Range – Covington, La.

The eighth an nual Sporting Clays Tour na ment is sched uled for Fri -
day, Oc to ber 29, 2004 with a rain check date of Fri day No vem ber 5,
2004. Par tic i pa tion in this event will be lim ited to the first forty reg is -
tered four per son teams. In the in ter est of fair ness, each com pany will be
lim ited to two teams and all par tic i pants must de rive their in come from a
pe tro leum in dus try source. The en try dead line is Sep tem ber 30, 2004.

Pre-reg is tra tion will be gin at 12:00 AM on Thurs day, Oc to ber 28,
2004 for those shoot ers want ing to get in a prac tice round. Shooters un -
able to reg is ter on Thurs day may sign in on Fri day, no later than and be -
tween the hours of 7:00 AM and 11:00 AM.

For more in for ma tion con tact Tommy Picou at 504-394-3853 or
Traci Stubbs at 504-593-6760.

September 2, 2004

September Monthly Meeting

Focus Area:
Education & Public Awareness …..

Separating Fact from Fiction”

Holiday Inn Superdome

Joe Leimkuhler will talk about the year ahead in AADE, out lin ing
the chap ter goals and fo cus ar eas.“AADE New Or leans’ 2004/2005 Fo -
cus Area: Ed u ca tion & Pub lic Aware ness....Sep a rat ing Fact from Fic -
tion”  will pro vide an over view of the Knowl edge Box pro gram funded
by AADE and im ple mented by the Off shore En ergy Cen ter in
Galveston.   

Joe Leimkuhler is the Off shore Well De liv ery Man ager for Shell
E&P – Amer i cas, cov er ing all TLP, Plat form and Jack-Up based op er a -
tions in the Amer i cas.  Prior as sign ments with Shell have in cluded
Subsea De vel op ment Man ager for the Mensa & Mars Ba sins,  Drilling
Su per in ten dent for TLPs and Floater op er a tions,  Pro ject Drilling En gi -
neer for the Mars de vel op ment, and as a Tech ni cal Training in struc tor at
Shell’s Bellaire Re search Cen ter in Hous ton, TX.   Prior to work ing for
Shell Joe worked for M-I in the Wy o ming Overthrust belt. 

Joe  grad u ated from the Uni ver sity of Montana in 1981 with a B. S.
de gree in Ge ol ogy, and from the Uni ver sity of Wy o ming in 1987 with a
Mas ters in Pe tro leum En gi neer ing 
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Calendar of Events

September 2, 2004 Monthly Luncheon Meeting
Holiday Inn Superdome

October 7, 2004 Monthly Luncheon Meeting
Holiday Inn Superdome

October 29, 2004 AADE N.O. Clay Shoot

Please con tact Traci Stubbs at 504-593-6760 or e-mail
to traci.stubbs@halliburton.com. The lun cheon fees are $25
for mem bers and $30 for non-mem bers. You can pay your
$15 mem ber ship at the same you pay for lunch.

Res er va tions must be made at least 24 hours in ad vance
of each monthly lun cheon event. If you have made res er va -
tions and are un able to at tend, please can cel with Traci
Stubbs.

The  teacher as signs Ada, Bob, Charles and Danny to go home
and fig ure out what is 2 + 2.

Ada,  the  daugh ter  of  a Mathematician, asks her dad. He re -
sponds: "Well, 1 + 1 = 2. 2+ 1 = 3. 3 + 1= 4, but it can be re writ ten
as 2 + 2, so 2 + 2 = 4"

Bob asks his mom, who is an En gi neer. She takes out her HP
cal cu la tor, punches in the appropriate keys, and an nounces: "It is
4.000000000000."

Charles  asks  his  dad,  the  Physicist, and he re sponds: "Well, it
is about pi on a zeroth or der cal cu la tion"

Fi nally,  Danny  ask  his dad, who is an Ac coun tant: "Dad, how
much is 2 + 2?" And he re sponds: "How much do you want it to be?"

mailto:traci.stubbs@halliburton.com
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To Members:
A Calling for Abstracts for the

2005 National Technical Conference

 Dear New Orleans AADE Chapter Members: 
I am writ ing to each of you to day on be half of the AADE 2005 Na tional Tech ni cal Con fer ence sched -

uled for Hous ton on April 5-7, 2005.  The fo cus of the con fer ence is to truly make it a “na tional” con fer ence
in both the con tent of the pa pers and the at ten dance.  The con fer ence theme, “Drill ing So lu tions for the Fu -
ture: Chap ter by Chap ter,” en com passes this goal by bring ing fo cus to each AADE Chap ter.  The con fer -
ence will in clude 2 to 3 ses sions spe cif i cally tar geted at tech ni cal pa pers from each AADE Chap ter.  The
pa pers can in clude one of the fol low ing re lated to our area, the Gulf Coast and the Gulf of Mex ico:

• Case studies highlighting challenges/solutions to drilling problems 
• The future of drilling in your area 
• Any topic each Chapter deems representative of it and its drilling operations 

Drill ing per son nel love to talk about how their drill ing chal lenges are unique.  This is our op por tu nity to

show case some of those chal lenges and so lu tions while tak ing pride in your lo cal Chap ter.  A con test is be -

ing im ple mented that will re ward the Chap ter with the best pa per rep re sent ing it. 

If you have a sub ject or topic that fits the cri te ria listed above I en cour age you to sub mit an ab stract (by

Sep tem ber 1st) for the con fer ence (ab stract forms can be found at www.aade.org).  

Re gards, 
Joe Leimkuhler 

Joseph Leimkuhler 
Offshore Wells Delivery Manager - Americas 

Shell Exploration & Production Company 
One Shell Square, P. O. Box 61933, New Orleans, LA 70161-1933, United States of America

Tel: +1 504 728  7117 Other Tel: Cell 1+ 504 228  

X, Y & Z

Mil lions of math e mat ics hat ers
around the world would have been
curs ing the name of François Viète for
years, had they known what he started. 

This 16th cen tury French man
helped make al ge bra pos si ble by de -
vis ing the use of vow els in the place of
un knowns and con so nants for con -
stants in 1591. That’s right — he’s the
one who first used X and Y and tried to 
make them equal Z.

Were you one of those who never
re ally got math? Then buckle up and
read on. He’s the man re spon si ble for

ty ing al ge braic ex pres sions to other
math fields, in clud ing ge om e try and
trig o nom e try. Makes the hair on your
knuck les bris tle, does n’t it?

He pop -
u lar ized the
term “co ef fi -
cient,” and
was one of
the first to
pen laws
con cern ing nasty things like co sines
and tan gents and other things you’ve

spent the rest of your life try ing to for -
get.

In ad di tion to his leg end ary sta tus 
as a math e ma ti cian, Viète was also a
well-known bar ris ter, a wannabe as -
tron o mer, and a crack code-breaker.
Dur ing the war be tween France and
Spain from 1595-98, he was em ployed 
by King Henry IV to de code mes sages
sent by the Span ish to their al lies in the 
Neth er lands.

— www.mentalfloss.com



New Orleans Driller Page 5

2004-2005 Membership Drive

Last year, our Mem ber ship Drives were very suc cess ful—we now have over 530 mem bers in our chap ter. We hope to
build on that suc cess dur ing our 2004-2005 and are aim ing to in crease mem ber ship to new heights. We will need ev ery one’s
sup port to help us bring in new peo ple and re tain our cur rent mem bers. In voices have been mailed out and if you have not re -
ceived yours, you’ll find an ap pli ca tion en closed in this news let ter.

We look for ward to work ing with all of you, so that our New Or leans Chap ter re mains a leader in the drill ing com mu nity 
both lo cally and across the oil field.
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