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Monthly Technical Forum 

April 20, 2017 

 
Topic 

Geothermal 101  

 
Time 

5:30 PM Social Hour 

6:30 PM Dinner 

7 PM  Technical Forum 
 

Place 

Rice Bowl 
 

Cost 

$25 if RSVP 
 

RSVP 

AADE RSVP 

 

 

2017 Board of Directors 

OFFICERS 

President  Wyatt Shipley  Vaquero      444-0888  

1st VP  Clayton Gossett CRC      477-3992  

2nd VP Matt Kyles    Macpherson      377-4738      

Treasurer  Jason Mundorf  SJ Bit        201-6704 

Secretary  Josh Kyles  GeoGuidance     304-7577 

 

CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE 

        Brian Krause                           Smith Bits                   448-2074      
      
Curator       Belle Barton                E&B        616-6168     

The annual golf tournament has come and gone and 

was a huge success. Thank you to everyone who 

played, all the sponsors, the food and beverage do-

nors, and raffle prize donors and participants. Your 

dedication to our scholarships is inspiring! (Or you 

just like to come out and have fun, which is OK be-

cause we still get to benefit from it). 

Often, we consider ourselves the oil and gas indus-

try, but we are part of a larger energy industry. That 

industry is responsible for providing the ability of 

our society to operate efficiently and at the scale we 

are currently at. The breakthroughs in energy pro-

duction, transmission, and consumption is what has 

allowed our world to turn into a global market. We 

can fly around to world, source raw materials from 

From the President 

anywhere, go to cities that never sleep, make de-

serts habitable, and so much more. Without en-

ergy, we would still be fording rivers in horse 

drawn wagons. I recently had the opportunity to 

tour the Diablo Canyon Power Plant and I am 

grateful for the experience. While nuclear energy 

is somewhat of a competitor to oil and gas, they 

face many of the same battles we do. As a result 

of environmental and political pressure, the DCPP 

is mandated to shut down in 2025. This plant pro-

vides 10% of California’s power and they are be-

ing required to close their doors and begin the 

long and expensive decommissioning process. 

The opponents of DCPP have no facts on their 

side and rely on fear tactics to get their way,  

STEERING COMMITTEE                
Travis Adams   Geo                    325-5919 

David Arias Kenai             304-0066 

Danny Caraan Weir             303-8615 

Jim Cessar Baker Hughes    699-3704 

Jim Fox  Driltek              327-3021 

Chad Hoggard Rig Runner          203-5015 

Fred Holmes        Holmes Western  763-1537 

Steve Johnson  Milke Way   775-742-0339              

Bernadette Jurica  E&B                      428-5908 

 

 

 

Larry Lorenz  Ensign              589-0111 

Danny McCall Di Drill              345-3979 

Danny Moreno Nalco              598-3163 

Trent Rosenlieb Linn Energy        616-3813     

Steve Schauer      Titan Oilfield       808-4160  

Tim Spriet Driltek              327-3021 

Pat Sullivan Ensign              978-6740  

Tim Zdarko Aera              665-5356 
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Calendar Events 2017 
 

 

*This schedule is tentative and subject to change* 

 
    

April 20, 2017 Technical Forum Meeting 

May 18, 2017 Technical Forum Meeting 

May 19, 2017 Clay Shoot Scholarship Fundraiser 

June 15, 2017 BBQ 

much like what we face. We are not the only ones out there fighting the good fight and being vilified 

for it. 

 

Another member of that energy industry and the second “G” in DOGGR will be the speaker for our 

April technical meeting. Chris Ellis, the VP for Coso Operating Company, a geothermal producer, will 

join us on April 20th to enlighten us on their operations. Chris is an entertaining speaker so you won’t 

want to miss this one! 

 

The spring sporting clay shoot is quickly approaching on May 19th at 5 Dogs so start getting your 

teams together and get in some practice rounds. This shoot fills up quickly and there are some fancy 

belt buckles up for grabs! 

 

Wyatt Shipley 

Vaquero 
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Christopher Ellis is the Vice President and General Manager for Coso Operating 

Company, where he has been employed since 1988. At Coso, he oversees the opera-

tion of the third largest Geothermal Power Generating Facility in the country.  Coso 

employs approximately 100 people.  Chris obtained his formal training and educa-

tion in the US Navy’s Nuclear Power Program after attending the University of Ari-

zona.  

 

He currently serves as President for the Boards of the Lone Pine Chamber of Com-

merce and The Geothermal (a non –profit fund raising organization), and is a board 

member of the Indian Wells Valley Economic Development Corporation, the East 

Kern Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board, and The Ridgecrest Regional 

Hospital.   
 

Guest Speaker: Christopher Ellis  
(VP & GM for Coso Operating Company) 

http://www.aade.org/chapters/west-coast/
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I was born and raised in the small California oil town of Coalinga.  After re-

ceiving a Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering for Cal Poly SLO, I 

began my career in the oil industry in Bakersfield working for Unocal.  My 

very first assignment (literally my 2nd day on the job) was as a Drilling Fore-

man in the Midway Sunset Field.  Although I didn’t even know what a drilling 

rig was, I did learn quickly.  After Drilling and a brief stint as a Reservoir En-

gineer, I settled in as a Facilities Engineer.  The next ten years were spent fo-

cusing on oil and water treating, steam generation, and cogeneration.  This 

was followed by a transfer to Ventura, where I spent the next five years work-

ing on Platform Gilda and the Piru Gas Plant.  Next came a year in Sugar 

Land, Texas as a Process Safety Management Engineer.  Unocal and I then 

parted ways and I moved back to Bakersfield and worked for Processes 

Unlimited as a Project Engineer.  I ultimately hired on with Aera Energy as a 

Facilities Engineer.  My jobs have included working on the Belridge Oil 

Treating Team, the Diatomite Thermal Recovery Team, and for the last three 

years, the East Cat Canyon Team. 

LMOTM: Bruce L. Stanton, P.E.   
(Senior Staff Facilities Engineer, Aera Energy LLC) 

http://www.aade.org/chapters/west-coast/
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They did 

it again! 

 

4 years in 

a row! 
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