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PURPOSE  

“To promote professional development to increase student success and involvement by 

organizing events for the dissemination of practical knowledge to members in the drilling 

industry.” 
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INTRODUCTION  

 The 2020-21 leaders of the AADEUH Student Section set two primary goals: build and maintain 

a well-organized and structured organization and create more job opportunities for members. With 

a board of about 14 members each semester, the organization made an effort in reaching these 

goals. Approximately 25 events were organized in order to provide members with outreach, 

networking, professional development, academic, and social opportunities. Many new ideas were 

implemented throughout the school year with the intent of enhancing the success of AADEUH. In 

the spring semester, the COVID-19 challenged student success, but student leaders prioritized the 

safety of members and completed their term. New officers were elected prior to the closing of the 

semester.  
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EXECUTIVE BOARD  

The Executive Board is as follows:  

• President: Nicolas Acuna  

• Vice President of Internal Affairs: Linh Hoang  

• Vice President of External Affairs: Ricardo Zuniga  

• Treasurer: Juan Flores  

• Secretary: Sai Dudala  
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CHAIRS  

Chair positions were provided in order to introduce members into a leadership role. The Chairs for 

this school year are as follows:  

• Technology: Hicham Fathi   

• Public Relations:  Public Relation 

• Fundraising: Marie Ghadban, Phuc Pham  

• Advertising: Rebecca Duffy 

• Outreach and Recruitment: Andrea Lopez  

• Hospitality: Austin Lee, Andre Westbrook, Juan Garcia, Jose Inzunza 
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FALL 2020 and Spring 2021 Events 

Given the unfortunate circumstances of the pandemic the team had to adapt to virtual meetings, 

webinars, and workshops. This ensure that everyone stayed safe while attending the informative 

and educational events. The board was still able to offer professional development, academic, 

networking, and outreach events. The following are were the 2020 – 2021 AADEUH virtual events 

which they networked with different industry professionals.   
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Professional Development  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Drillbert Training – John Mitchell author of “Trouble-Free 

Drilling” taught a course on the rock mechanics of wellbore 

instability. Members who attended this workshop received a 

free copy of this book. 

UH-AADE in collaboration with PiET offered a StreamFlo 

Wellhead 101 workshop, taught students about the different 

mechanism of wellheads, problems that emerge with these, 

and some of their wellhead technology. Student received a 

certificate for attending this three-hour workshop. 

UH-AADE with Halliburton hosted 4 workshops, which 

include: Do’s and Dont’s of Interviews, How to Build a 

Resume, I got an offer … Now what? and Networking and 

Social Media. Students were able to learn useful information 

to use to help boost their chances of landing a job/internship. 
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StreamFlo and Master Flo hosted a second part to 

their wellhead workshop. In this workshop 

students were retaught the conventional wellhead 

information. Times savings of the wellheads was 

presented and some CFB-T wellhead equipment 

was demonstrated to the students. Attendees to this 

workshop were given a certificate of completion. 
 

 

 

 

For our 2nd general meeting, Gyrodata with guest 

speaker Rob Shoup offered to us a workshop on 

gyros. Students were taught from the history of 

gyros to the new technologies that are available for 

gyros. Upon completion of this workshop students 

were given a certificate of completion.  
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Academic  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

Social  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In collaboration with all of the Petroleum 

Organization, a Meet and Greet 1st General 

Meeting was held. This meet and greet allowed for 

new students to learn about what each of the 

organizations does and how joining will benefit 

their academic and career. goals 

2nd General Meeting was held with a great guest 

speaker Michael Contreras a past UH-AADE 

President. In this general meeting Michael 

addressed various questions students had of going 

into the industry right out of school. Also some tips 

were given on how to maintain proper social media 

to get the attention of companies/recruiters.  

\  

 

3rd General Meeting with Carbo and FracPro had 

guest speakers Jonathan Giesbrecht and Anthony 

Salvatore talk about the different proppants that 

Carbo has along with each of their functions. Some 

of the FracPro software was demonstrated to the 

students. Overall learning about Completion 

Engineering aspects. 
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A webinar was hosted with Nabors guest speaker 

John Scott, which consisted of The Value of 

Drilling Automation. In this webinar students were 

taught about the different new drilling automation 

technologies and all of the positive things that 

come out them.  

Workstrings International hosted a webinar about 

workstrings with guest speaker Noah Tritz. An 

overview of these drill pipe, landing strings, and 

completion/intervention strings was discussed. 

Some of the technologies used to mitigate 

corrosion were discussed as well. 

AES Drilling Fluids hosted a webinar with guest 

speakers Matt Offenbacher and Richard Toomes. 

In this webinar students were taught to understand 

the drilling fluids. By learning how to review a 

mud report, and an overview of new drilling fluid 

technologies.  
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UH-AADE in collaboration with SPE and PiET 

hosted Marathon Oil for an Info Session. With 

guest speakers such as the Permian Regional Vice 

President. In this info session over 50 students had 

the opportunity to learn about Marathon Oil and to 

ask their questions. Students also were able to 

submit their resume to Marathon Oil. 

UH-AADE in collaboration with ASME, PiET, 

and SHPE hosted Tenaris for info session. In this 

info session students were able to learn about what 

Tenaris does and of their pipe technology and 

facilities. Students were also able to ask questions 

and submit their resumes to Tenaris. 
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UH-AADE had guest speaker David Hutchison 

from Spears & Associates. In this discussion 

students were taught about career topics and how 

to approach the industry as a incoming graduate 

student. 

For our 2nd general meeting, Gyrodata with guest 

speaker Rob Shoup offered to us a workshop on 

gyros. Students were taught from the history of 

gyros to the new technologies that are available for 

gyros. Upon completion of this workshop students 

were given a certificate of completion.  
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For the 3rd general meeting MS Directional with 

guest speakers Eric Arebalo and Derek Koller.  In 

this meeting students learned about mud motors 

and how they are used in downhole BHAS. 

Students also learned about the correct pairing of 

mud motors to the specific drilling application 

Students were taught about shale plays, drilling, 

completion workover and some intervention steps 

by NOV. This webinar taught everything from the 

basics of shale properties to complex things such 

as completion and workover. 
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Guest speaker John Howard, taught students about 

the history and evolution of casing theory and 

practice. Students were taught from the basics of 

doing quick calculations such as the Mud Weight 

one to more complex ones.  

 

David Gibson from Gibson Reports came out to 

give a very energetic 2 hours webinar on various 

topics students could choose from. Students were 

able to leave this webinar with new skills and 

knowledge on how to approach the industry right 

out of school. 
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Networking  

The AADE Houston Chapter invites UH board members every month to attend Luncheons at the 

Petroleum Club in Downtown Houston. In this picture two students were invited to the luncheon 

in which they networked with different industry professionals.  

 

 

 

 

The President (Nicolas) was able to attend various networking events. The pandemic was not able 

to stop him from building relationships and representing the successes of the student section. One 

of his biggest highlights was being able to attend THRIVE Energy Conference hosted by Daniels 

Energy Partners. This event was an invite only, yet he managed to get a THRIVE ticket. After the 

event, he received huge acknowledgements on LinkedIn from industry professionals. The AADE-

UH board was honored in having Nicolas as the President for this academic school year.  
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OUTREACH  

AADE-UH is hosted an Engineering Student Panel directed to inform high school students 

interested in majoring in engineering about various topics such as academics, campus life, 

internships, student organizations, and much more! High school students had the chance to ask 

current UH college students all their questions about UH engineering or college in general. The 

panel consisted of Nicolas Acuna, Juan Flores, Andrea Lopez, and Ashama Babaroom. The were 

able to speak to about 200 high school students in a one-hour time frame. The goal was to 

increase petroleum engineering enrollment for future college students.  
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MEMBERSHIP  

AADEUH Annual Membership increased by 15% in the 2020-2021 academic year. This increase 

is associated with the idea of the Executive Board granting free membership during general 

meetings. Not only does AADEUH have members from petroleum engineering, but also students 

with majors in computer science, various engineering disciplines, mathematics, pharmacy, hotel 

and restaurant management, nursing, and accounting.  

 

TREASURER  

Due to the pandemic AADEUH had to reschedule the Annual Sporting Clay Tournament 3 times. 

Our scheduled clay shoot will me May 21st, 2021. The current board along with the incoming board 

are in the process of preparing the event. We hope that the clay shoot will be successful as the 

previous years. The virtual aspect allowed the board to save money by reducing typical spending 

such as: tailgates, food offered during meetings, and social gathering events.     

We would like to thank AADE Houston for providing our members with the opportunities to apply 

for $1500 renewable scholarships. Many UH members who applied received the award and are 

very happy to enjoy the benefits from this great organization. On the behave of the Petroleum 

Department at UH we appreciate the support from AADE Houston Chapter.    
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EXECUTIVE INITIATIVES   

The following list summarizes a few ideas implemented by the Executive Board to continue to 

grow the organization:  

1. Setting the Foundation: Before the beginning of the fall semester, the AADE-UH board 

reconstructed the event calendar to comply with the CDC regulations. The board insured 

that every member was safe during the pandemic.   

2. Connecting with Members: The AADE-UH President and VPE communicated to the 

members on the Social AADE GroupMe. The members were up to date with the incoming 

virtual events. The board also answered any question and concerns members had on the 

chat. The Chat currently has 100 members and the future board looks forward to adding all 

organization members.  

3. Oil and Gas Career Fair: AADE-UH founded the Career Fair Committee in Summer 2019 

that includes the 4 Presidents of each UH Petroleum Engineering organization and a few 

organization board members. The Oil and Gas Career Fair was not able to conducted this 

year due to various circumstances. The Career Fair will be brought back this upcoming 

academic school year and will be able to grow in the upcoming years by the help of UH-

Alumni  

4. Collaboration: As shown in the event details, many AADE-UH events were in 

collaboration with SPE, PiET, SPWLA, and SHPE. Collaboration gives engineering 

students the opportunity to connect with more members and the organization to decrease 

expenses. We thank each organization for successful collaborations!  
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2021-2022 ELECTED OFFICERS  

 The 2021-2022 AADE-UH Elections were held online via Zoom once again due to COVID-19. 

Each candidate had 5 minutes to present their reasons and goals for being an officer. The results 

are as follows:  

• President: Juan Flores  

• Vice President of Internal Affairs: Linh Hoang  

• Vice President of External Affairs: Ricardo Zuniga  

• Treasurer: Rebecca Duffy 

• Secretary: Andre Westbrook  
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CONCLUSIONS  

1. Approximately 25 virtual event results are presented and separated into various categories: 

outreach, networking, professional development, and academic.  

2. AADEUH Annual Membership increased by 15% in the 2020-2021 academic year.  

3. The AADE Houston Chapter provided scholarships each semester for UH members.  

4. Have begun conducting a new initiative in which new freshman and sophomore students 

are recruited for membership in UH-AADE. 

5. New officers for the 2021-2022 academic year were elected via Zoom presentations.  

6. Collaborated with other UH Student Organizations to offer informative events to a wider 

audience 

7. The President (Nicolas) did an outstanding job networking for the success of the chapter    
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CONTACT INFORMATION  

Email: aadeuh@gmail.com  

Website: http://aadeuh.org  

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/aadeuh/  
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